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PRESS RELEASE

August 8, 2003

For Immediate Release

Contact:
Florence Bucierka


360-417-2366

Clallam County Department of Health & Human Services Plans a Survey of Adult Perceptions About Youth Alcohol, Tobacco and Drug Use

Some 600 Clallam County residents will soon have a chance to share their views about alcohol, tobacco and other drug use among teenagers and adults in Clallam County.

Starting next week, the Clallam County Department of Health assisted by the Minnesota Institute of Public Health will launch a survey of adult attitudes about youth behavior.  A random sample of Clallam County residents will be asked to participate in a survey called “The Community Readiness Survey”.  It is aimed at discerning adult beliefs about how kids should and do behave.  Only by understanding existing attitudes can agencies expect to alter “Community Norms”.  Prevention of substance abuse requires changing existing conditions that either promote or fail to inhibit the initiation of harmful use.

The survey results will be very helpful in designing a Comprehensive Community Prevention Plan.  We want to know how you feel about what’s going on in our county.  Are you aware of alcohol, tobacco and other drug use problems?

A pre-notification letter will be sent out initially, followed by the survey packet.  A follow-up reminder card will also be sent out shortly before the survey return deadline.  Those who receive the packet will be provided with a three dollar incentive for completing the survey.  Because the survey is being done through the Minnesota Institute the response will be completely confidential and no one in Clallam County will know who was chosen for the survey.

It is the intent of this survey to:

· Strengthen prevention strategies.

· Raise awareness of community norms and attitudes toward alcohol, tobacco and other drugs.

· Focus prevention efforts of the areas of greatest need.

The survey data will be used along with other data sources in substance abuse prevention planning.  The survey was funded by a $6,500 grant from the Washington State Division of Alcohol and Substance Abuse.

For more information, contact Florence Bucierka (Human Services Planner, Clallam County Department of Health  and Human Services) at 360-417-2366 or fbucierka@co.clallam.wa.us.
Clallam County Department of
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