Save the date:  Home Visiting Planning Committee will start up again

Wednesday, March 26 at noon 12 to 1pm at OMC Sunroom; 
Bring a brown bag lunch or pick up food in the New OMC Cafeteria 

contact Pam Arnott; 417-7652  or parnott@Olympicmedical.org with ideas or questions for the agenda,  we need new fresh ideas 
Historically the HV Committee has planned for trainings that meet the needs of home visitors in all of Clallam County as well as participation from Jefferson County.   The topics for the Home Visiting Summits in the past were picked by the folks representing home visitors for example; the School District, Head Start, Health Departments in Clallam and Jefferson County, DSHS, First Step Family Support Center, West End Outreach, Forks Hospital and After Baby Care, OMC Home Health and New Family Services as a sampling of some of those who participated in planning and attendance at these Summits in the past.

The hv committee took time off to participate in the Big Event for Fathers last year.   We are now ready to activate this committee again.   The following are some suggestions for trainings at future summits this planning committee could consider.   
One idea is having specialists such as Penny at OMC talk about some of the more serious infections we hear about in the news that are transmitted person to person in the community.   There is a medical term Universal Precautions that can prevent the home visitor from getting infections or diseases while in homes, as well as teaching and responding to questions from clients seen in the homes.  All home visitors other than those in the medical profession can be instrumental in reinforcing good hand washing and what that means.  Included in this topic could be an update on immunizations recommended and/or any other areas that folks who attend the planning committee may like to see addressed by the speaker.  

Another idea is bringing in someone to talk about personal protection and safety from violence in the home as a home visitor.  Being skilled in identification of risk factors that could be potential for violence would be part of the curriculum.  Staff at OMC are required to have this kind of training and the guy this who teaches this course (includes some hands on training for self protections) is excellent.  
