CLALLAM COUNTY PREVENTION WORKS! COMMUNITY COALITION

P.O. Box 1913

Port Angeles, WA  98362

Minutes of January 10, 2005

_______________________________________________________________________________________

MOTIONS:

Approval of December 13, 2004 minutes.

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Those present:    Ida Carroll, Cheryl Thompson, Jim Borte, Pete Peterson, Julie Calabria, Dave Sue, Jennifer Charles, Florence Bucierka, Patty Hannah, Michele Delli Gatti, Barbara Clampett, Ellen Fetchiet, Pam Arnott, Norma Turner, Karen Meyer, Terralyn Dokken, Cherie Reeves Sperr.   

MINUTES:


Meeting was called to order at 4:00 p.m. by President Norma Turner and was conducted at Olympic Medical Center in the Linkletter Room.  

Introductions – Participants introduced themselves and shared something they wanted everyone to know about them.  

Suicide Prevention Presentation:

Julie Calabria – Peninsula Mental Health Center.    Julie briefly explained their suicide prevention program.  Much of their work with clients is after crisis has already taken place.   Julie noted that adult suicide prevention programs look much different that youth programs.  There is a fine line between prevention and intervention when considering adults.    Access and availability is chief.  There are different dynamics between youth and adults; more one-on-one services are generally required for adults for prevention.  PMHC offers walk in services for crisis intervention as well as consultations with concerned family members/friends.  In addition they provide outreach to various group homes, nursing homes, and schools.  The 24 Hour Crisis line is answered by trained staff in Kitsap County.  Callers are, however, connected with local agencies for crisis assistance.  PMHC also offers Family Support Groups, and is affiliated with NAMI – National Alliance for Mentally Ill.   They are on call 24/7 and have become very resourceful in their intervention efforts – even going to the hospital when necessary.   

Cheree Reaves Sperr – Assistant Director Family Planning.   Family Planning Youth Suicide Prevention Program.  The youth program works to empower youth to help themselves and others.  Their program is in almost all schools in the county, various youth centers, and tribal communities.  They talk about myths, what to look for, and statistics; all presented via a power point curriculum.  Family Planning began doing suicide prevention because of the fact that risky behaviors tend to cluster.   Early sexual behavior clusters with other risky behavior.  Youth who are pregnant sometimes feel they have no options and want to commit suicide.  They hand out a pamphlet and bookmark that list signs to kids during presentation.  There are two completed youth suicides per week in our state.  Attempted or completed suicide is much more prevalent than public thinks.  The program is funded by County LGIF, Family & Reproductive Health and United Way.    

TRAINING OPPORTUNITY:   Suicide prevention training session will be offered later this week with Danetta Rutton targeting youth serving organizations.      

Minutes:    Florence Bucierka moved to approve minutes of December 13, 2004, Ellen Fetchiet seconded, motion carried.

Treasurer’s Report:   No Treasurer’s Report this meeting - Treasurer is away at a conference.   Norma Turner announced that Prevention Works! officially received its 501(c)(3) corporate designation about three weeks ago.  

Committee Reports:

Communities that Care – Karen Meyer.  Karen reported on efforts to update information on parenting classes going on or being planned.   She asked everyone to forward information to Jennifer and Shaine or Florence to get out on list serve.   They are working on getting together with Peninsula Daily News staff to sanction and support a column or Dear Abby style column about parenting issues and would welcome anyone who is interested in joining in this endeavor.   In addition, they are planning another parent education summit for 2005.   Strengthening Families training will be offered sometime before June 30.   

Barbara Clampett – Peninsula College Family Life reported that they are planning an event for Thursday, April 28, 2005 at Peninsula College -  “Parenting Across the Generations” – more information to come as planning progresses.   Barbara also reported that the College will hold an open forum on the 19th from 6-8 pm on the benchmarks for early childhood - what children need to know before entering kindergarten.  Ellen suggested contacting kindergarten teachers in community – coordinated with Head Start programs, Parentline, etc.   Information will also be on the PW website.      

**Pam  Arnott -   Reported on plans to focus on dads and parenting; it will be a focus program during home visiting summit and will feature specialists in this area.  

Cheryl Thompson – Tobacco Specialist:   Cheryl announced that she is working with the Department of Health on anti tobacco/alcohol/drug usage signage to post in schools.  

**Jim Borte –   Distributed a short survey regarding Media/Public Relations & Advocacy Training.  Prevention Works is considering providing training in this regard and the survey asked questions regarding time periods, formats, training costs and professional credits.  He indicated that they are looking at holding the trainings in the late spring and fall of 2005 and then again in 2006.   Jim also handed out information about 501(c)(3) corporations’ ability to lobby and the rules pertaining to such lobbying.  

Pete Peterson – Clallam County Community Network/Prevention Works parallel.  Pete briefly explained network function and of the Network’s dwindling membership.  He reiterated that both groups have been considering this parallel for some time and that it may be a good time to actually try the partnership.   Network receives funding from Family Policy Council and retains one part time staff person and also is the advisory board for the Governors Juvenile Justice Advisory Council for which it receives a small amount of funds as well.   The Network will be discussing the move at its next board meeting on January 18th.  

Pete announced that Mike Waite will be leaving Juvenile Services and moving to Seattle.    Pete also reported on a different job announcement at Juvenile Services – DASA certified treatment agency – clinical supervisor for treatment program.  Application on website.  

He also announced some training opportunities.   Child Abuse training in Portland – April 27-29; and the annual Children’s Justice Council training in Seattle – March 21, 22.  

Ida Carroll – West End Outreach.   Forks’ mentoring project is going very well.  Steve Goll, Marsha Bingham, and the school district coordinate the project.    Also, they currently have a couple of people working on opening a home for unwed mothers, hoping to get a private non-profit designation.  

Dave Sue – Peninsula Safe Kids – Dave reported that he is having the same difficulties as the Community Network regarding maintaining a board and is looking for a new lead agency.  His contract requires his lead agency to be a 501(c)(3) and needs to secure this agency within 60-90 days.  Peninsula Safe Kids deals with everything to prevent injuries to kids 0-14.   The group has access to $20,000 in grants however they have had difficultly maintaining people to administer the program.   For example, they have put $30,000 worth of car seats in Clallam and Jefferson counties as well as providing many, many bike helmets as well.  Dave was able to do much of the things through his work at Washington State Patrol’s office but about 9 months ago this funding ceased and has since been volunteering his time running Safe Kids on top of his full time job.  Dave noted that Safe Kids is a two county (Clallam/Jefferson) coalition.  

Jennifer Charles – Clallam County Health Department distributed a flyer announcing a class supported by the American Cancer Society held every third Monday of the month at Olympic Medical Cancer Center Conference Room in Sequim.  Designed for women going through the effects of cancer treatment.

Florence Bucierka – Clallam County Health Department.  Thanks to Jane Shefler for all work on 501C3.    Norma to draft formal thank you letter to Jane for her hard work.  

Patty Hannah – United Way.  Recent campaign did very well this year with nice increases to agencies.   

Norma Turner sent around a survey for members “What is Big vision for PW”.   Members were asked to select two topics they would like to see PW focus on.  Numbers 1 (Involve PW in the Community Prevention Plan) and 7 (Creation of a promotional video about prevention which would be updated every two years) were top selections.  Number 4, 6, 10 and 17, respectively were the next choices.   The selections will help develop future meetings.    

Patty Hannah voiced her concerns about creating a video.   United Way produces a video and the work and money (about $2,000) involved in creating a high quality video is something that she felt PW needs to consider.   They have discovered that the enthusiasm of those creating the video has not been matched by those who use the video – they just do not seem to want it as much as those making it.  Patty felt that PW needs to hear the downside.   United Way struggles with this every year and they have ability to show it in more places than PW would.  UW uses the video to raise money.    

Adjourn:  5:25

Respectfully submitted:



Terralyn Dokken



Approved:________________________________________

Network Coordinator





Norma Turner, President                        Date

Minutes – October 4, 2004

- page 3 -

winword\minutes\network\100404.min


