Prevention Works! A Community Coalition of Clallam County

Clallam County Community Network

Our Mission: Prevention Works! A Community Coalition of Clallam County advocates, educates and invests in our children. 

Through prevention efforts, we work to end child abuse and neglect, substance abuse and violence. 

General Membership Meeting Minutes

October 12, 2009 

4:00-5:30 pm

Olympic Medical Center, Fairshter Room

Present:  Mac McIntyre, Leslie Mraz, Jennifer Jewell, Jody Moss, Nita Lynn, Jennifer Charles, Ida Carroll, Cynthia Martin, Jill Dole, Ellen Fetchiet, Minnie Whalen, Yvette Cline, Karen Junell, Iva Burks, Mark Baumann, Barbara Clampett, Norma Turner, Steve Tharinger

1.
Welcome and Introductions

Ida Carroll welcomed the group, and Steve Tharinger.  Individuals introduced themselves.

2.  Presentation by Big Brothers and Big Sisters was cancelled

3.  Presentation by Clallam County Commissioner Steve Tharinger:  Initiative 1033

Initiative 1033 will be on the general election ballot in November 2009

Steve Tharinger said that in Clallam County, exceptional and outside the norm practice that occur: the advantage of prevention is seen in terms of budgetary, fiscal, and the influence in people’s lives.  

Initiative 1033 impacts State, County and City government, affecting general funds and the ability to manage day-to-day current events.  He said it would be devastating on a daily level and it is too broad of an initiative.

Clallam County has a rainy day fund, which was used last year to supplemental to the year’s funds with the reserve.  If Initiative 1033 passes, there would not be a future rainy day fund.  Any revenue taken in, then depending on inflation and population growth, would diminish the levy rate on the reserve.  The idea is for government to spend money when it has it, but that is not true for Clallam County officials, who manages money well.

Tharinger asked about “What kind of community do you want to live in?”  A community with a health department, has the dollars to respond to an epidemic?  A healthy community?  A community with a good education system?  That there will be someone to take care of us, who will be there when you retire?  A criminal justice system?  According to Commission Tharinger, Initiative 1033 is less about taxes, and more what a community wants.  He advocated for pooling money together to have a safe, healthy, well-educated community.  He stated that citizens elected people to the government based on a belief that they are responsible to make decisions. 

A question/answer session involved:

· How schools and libraries would be affected.  The response was that local governmental initiative funds would be affected and that it is hypothesized that more initiatives will be included in future tax initiatives. 

· Other tools to deal with property taxes

Jody Moss from the United Way offered to send an e-mail with pros/cons concerning the Initiative.

Commissioner Tharinger passed out a Washington State Budget and Policy Center handout and offered his e-mail for future contact: stharninger@co.clallam.wa.us
4.  Business

· Reviewed the Prevention Works! Meeting Minutes - June 8, 2009

Cynthia Martin moved to accept the minutes.  Jill Dole seconded.  Motion passed.

· Treasurer’s Report

Ellen Fetchiet presented a September Treasurer’s Report
5.  Sharing Information/Announcements

Local agency updates

Jody Moss, United Way, VOICES Project.
The VOICES Project is a unique form of a needs assessment, a listening session.  It is a facilitated, taped two hour discussion about:  What are your dreams, goals, and hopes? What helped you to reach them?  What kept you from reaching them?  What do you need now?  The assessments gather information about what one needs to be successful and what is missing.

There have been about 350 participants so far, and recruiting a demographic profile of those who earn $15,000- $50,000 and male participants.  The plan is to have final session in the middle of November. 

The United Way Board and volunteers are going to look at the results and ask: What are the priorities of Clallam County?  What are the plans and how should we be funding those initiatives?  Then, find a way to fund those priorities. 

She also shared resources of 211 to access local services.  Go online: win211.org to look for resources with key search words about what is available in the County.

Upcoming community events and announcements

Norma Turner announced that on the agenda of next Port Angeles City Council Meeting will be a proposed utility rate increase.  Jody Moss shared that the United Way has been meeting with Pacific Utility District, Port Angeles City Utility, and all agencies that provide utility assistance, as to how to be as efficient as possible.  She said often people wait to pay their utilities then once the door hanging has been placed, OlyCap and MANA are contacted.  She said the assistance includes the total bill and back charges. 

Norma Turner announced there were new appointees for the Clallam County Public Health Heroes, including Cynthia Martin, First Teacher.  

Iva Burks, sent out Memorandums of Understanding to five district to use their schools sites for mass vaccination sites and clinics for H1N1 vaccines.  So far there have been 79 deaths of young people under 12, due to the flu season influenza.  Criteria for testing has changed since April and May to now include: hospitalized with influenza and tested for influenza type A; pregnant females; or death with influenza like illness.   Cover your cough and stay home when you are sick (recommend staying home 24 hours after you don’t have temperature).  The symptoms have been temperature, sore throat, and coughing, and 25% having gastro-intestinal problems.

Ellen Fetchiet announced another Block Fest in March.  Block Fest is an early intervention program that promotes math concepts, a traveling museum, where kids and parents play with five different types of blocks for an hour.  Yvette Cline added that it is a great way of introducing mathematical concepts to children who have not entered school system yet and introducing families to new ways of playing with blocks.  

Barbara Clampett announced a Training involving Childhood Obesity, 10/13/09 in Linkletter Hall at 7:00 p.m.  

Respectfully submitted by Minnie Whalen

Next Prevention Works! Meeting:  November 9, 2009

