Prevention Works! A Community Coalition of Clallam County
Our Mission:  Prevention Works! A Community Coalition of Clallam County advocates, educates and invests in our children. 

Through prevention efforts, we work to end child abuse and neglect, substance abuse and violence. 
General Membership Meeting Minutes
November 5, 2007

4:00 - 5:30 p.m.

Olympic Medical Center, Linkletter Auditorium

In attendance: Minnie Whalen, Jennifer Charles, Anna Shemco, Monty Martin, Heidi Greenwood, Cynthia Martin, Florence Bucierka, Jill Dole, Susan Hillgren, Jim Borte, Ida Carroll, Josephine Pedersen, Bill Marsh,  Becca Korby, Candace Kathol, Norma Turner, Ellen Fetchiet, Barbara Clampett, Pete Peterson, Terralyn Dokken, Karen Meyer
1.  Welcome and Introductions (10 minutes)

· Greeter:  Susan Hillgren susanhillgren@olypen.com

2.  Business Updates (10 minutes)

· Approval of October’s Minutes

>Moved (Cynthia Martin), seconded (Jim Borte), passed unanimously

· Report on Trainings and Parenting Educators’ Summit

Karen Meyer, Cynthia Martin, Ida Carroll, Florence Bucierka all reported on a very successful training with about 45 participants and very positive evaluations
· Upcoming Advocacy Training, 11.9.07

Jim Borte reported on the upcoming training with Nancy Amidei (U of WA) and an attorney on advocacy. 
· Welcome new Prevention Works Board members Patty Bell & Jill Dole (new Tobacco Prevention and Control specialist, replacing Rachel Anderson).
· Treasurer’s Report – available on the PW website
· Other Business 
1. Florence asked if PW could be a co-sponsor for a Family Planning training on working with sexual minorities on November 9th from 1 – 3 pm. 
2. November 30, 2007 – training on methamphetamine presentations (either at City Hall or OMC). More information to follow via the Prevention Works website. 
3.  Committee Reports (15 minutes):  Brief Reports from Chair or Members

· Board Planning Committee (Karen Meyer) – Board is expanding.
· Education, Outreach, Publicity Committee (Jim Borte) current projects:
· Monthly program flyer has been created, thanks to Cynthia Martin

· Completing the email distribution list review
· Talking about how to celebrate the 10th anniversary

1. Brand all products with a common tag line

2. Everything would say "serving community since 1998"

3. Brochure draft will be presented at Norma's

4. Working on social marketing on the importance of baby's first year. 

5. Looking at preparing a plan, hiring a graphic artist and developing a logo

6. Using radio, bill board, earned media, wigets, using students, Skills Center

· Home Visiting Committee (Pam Arnott)
· Florence reported that a short meeting was held to discuss who else to involve and the possibility of a home visiting summit

            Membership Committee (Ida Carroll) - -Ida welcomed new members
· Parenting Education Committee (Cynthia Martin)

· Parenting Wisely is starting in Sequim on November 6, 2007 (including parents who have been court ordered)

· Looking at what trainings to offer, when to schedule

· Website Committee (Shaine Shramling)

· Cynthia reported that volleyball season is over, therefore, Shaine's availability to work on the website will increase
4.  STOP Grant/Prevention of Domestic Violence (45 minutes)

"Services, Training, Officers and Prosecutors"

· Sergeant Monty Martin, Clallam County Sheriff’s Department

· A grant was awarded that allows for training in new areas  (interviewing techniques) and greater communication among agencies and organizations. 

· Goals:

1. Written protocol for responses of reports of violence against women: what is expected from the Sheriff's Department, the prosecutor's office, and other agencies
2. Develop a community awareness plan regarding victims involved in domestic violence and what the public does when seeing domestic violence. 
1. 1:1 with victims – "you might think about changing that behavior"

2. Radio announcements

3. Community based policing as a way to educate the public 

3. Quarterly meetings to communicate with partners
· Becca Korby, Healthy Families of Clallam County – Trying to prevent people from stopping to prevent (as a barrier). 
· 60 people have died in WA in the last year as a result of domestic violence; 39 were terrorized first, 21 were abusers. 

· How do we prevent domestic violence
· People can be successful when given the chance, especially when provided wrap around services
· In the last 16 months, 152 women, 81 children and 4 men were sheltered in P.A. at Healthy Families (emergency shelters). 

· Similar numbers in transitional housing.

· "General crimes" - $54,000 received this year to address, within the requirement of having a full time staff member. Defined as Kidnapping, victim of DUI, homicide, child abuse and neglect. Instead, these funds are being funneled to be used for child therapy, who are victims of abuse and neglect (and their guardians). 

· How to prevent? Becca says "do not be tolerant" and if so, you are part of the problem. Instead, be bold and be part of the prevention.

· Even though it's dangerous, follow your gut and put yourself in the middle of it. Ask questions that provide opportunities to help: "What can I do to help?", "Can I hold the cart so that it doesn't roll away?"

· Change the focus of parents in crisis; when traumatized people get caught, all they want is to get un-caught (by changing their focus). 

· Tolerance covers up the problem. 
· STOP grant encourages talking to each other. The Task Force allows this communication. 

Anna Shimko, Victim Witness Assistant, City of Port Angeles Prosecutor's office – Within her role, she found it to be clear that the priority was prosecution of the defendant. She inquired about the # 1 issue in prosecutor's office; response was "the recanting victim" who changes their story.  Victims are typically very scared and she helps them feel more comfortable, so that they feel safer and more able to share their story.  There is a process that the recanting victim has to go through.  The community needs to be aware of this. 
Candace Kathol, Para-Legal in the Prosecutor's Office -  Gross misdemeanor charges are the only charges with which she works. STOP grant funds are used for training and to hire an extra attorney to work on issues related to domestic violence.  She attended a national conference and was convinced that a Task Force could be formed. 
Heidi Greenwood- -STOP grant has allowed attendance to a conference and learned more about the affect of domestic violence on children. Using the might of the law is often what is available. It often does take someone encouraging the victim to be cooperative. The safety of the children is a high priority as well. 
Becca mentioned her work at the high school and her experience with a 17 year old requesting a no contact order.  Her point was that this was a chance to do prevention, in terms of how to have healthy relationships.  
What can be done? Plant a seed for the victim getting out of the situation. Also, document the details of what you are seeing, for cooperating witnesses seeing what seems to be "not right", and through that documentation can make a difference in the prosecution of the abuser. 
Becca's advice: 

· Believe what victims are saying

· Offer alternatives to victims: where they can live, who else can support them through this process 

· Don't tell them what they have to do

· Ask: "Is there anything I can do to help?"

Question? (Jill Dole) Do we ever prosecute for verbal/emotional abuse? Very rarely are these cases reported and people don't call 911 for this. 
Question? (Pete Peterson)  Can the STOP grant help young girls to become aware of issues developing in relationships, on the brink of abuse? STOP grant is for victims 18 and over, technically.

Ellen asked about bringing a famous actor to our community, who is a spokesman regarding domestic violence. Becca says this person is very expensive, but would be great to have her. 
Question? Anger management training - -is it ever effective? court ordered? – sometimes. The jury is still out on whether or not this is effective. Becca says this is learned behavior and would like to think it can be un-learned.  What about drug/alcohol involvement? Substance abuse does not cause the violence. 

Task Force meeting – December 4, 2007 2 pm (no location yet)

5.  Sharing Information (10 minutes)
Foster parent training upcoming – see Prevention Works website

Next Prevention Works! General Meeting:  Monday, December 10, 4:00 pm -5:30 pm at OMC

Future Prevention Works! General Meetings:  January 14, February 11, March 10, April 14, May 12, and June 9

Respectfully Submitted,

Karen Meyer, Secretary

