Prevention Works! A Community Coalition of Clallam County

Clallam County Community Network

Our Mission: Prevention Works! A Community Coalition of Clallam County advocates, educates and invests in our children. 

Through prevention efforts, we work to end child abuse and neglect, substance abuse and violence. 
General Membership Meeting Minutes
February 9, 2009       

4:00-5:30 pm

Olympic Medical Center, Basement Meeting Room
1.
Welcome and Introductions

Present at meeting:  Minnie Whalen, Ellen Fetchiet, Cynthia Martin, Norma Turner, Jennifer Charles, Pam Arnott, Nita Lynn, Ida Carroll, Sandy Long, Mark Baumann, Mac McIntyre, Barbara Clampett, Sandy Saltiel, Laura O’Neal, Steve Tharinger, Jack Slowriver, Jennifer Haugland, Jennifer Jewell, John Qualls, Brent Basden, Iva Burks, Sue Hynes, Jude Anderson, Gayle McCormick, Valerie Brooks and Jill Dole.
2.
Business
· Review PW! General Meeting Minutes 1.09.09 – Norma moved to approve, Ida 2nd, minutes approved unanimously
· Treasurer’s Report – Nita – see green handout
3.  Update concerning the 1/10th of 1% Clallam County sales tax (45 minutes) 
Report on Chemical Dependency and Mental Health Treatment and Family Therapeutic Court
Jude Anderson, Treatment Coordinator of Clallam County Health and Human Services janderson1@co.clallam.wa.us  will give an overall summary of the project funded so far and interim results –
Jude- Senator Hargrove’s bill allowed counties to enact a 1/10th of 1% sales tax to be used specifically for Chemical Dependency/Mental Health programs and therapeutic court. The bill passed in March 2006. Approximately $900,000 is generated per year in Clallam County. The Public Health Advisory Board determines where the money will be spent. Grants are awarded to local agencies (see handout). The money is dependent upon the economy; when there is less consumer activity the funds decrease. The Hargrove Bill has had a positive impact on community services.   
Gayle McCormick from West End Outreach Services will discuss the implementation of the co-occurring disorders (mental illness and chemical dependency addiction) program in Forks and in Port Angeles. 

Gayle McCormick – the recovery rate for persons with co-occurring disorders is low, only 30 -40%. When the mental health component is part of counseling it allows for more successful recoveries. Regular treatment lasts for 18-24 month. With co-occurring disorders 2-3 years are necessary for full recovery. 

Sandy Long – Over 400 people were able to receive services that would otherwise not have been served without the Hargrove funding. Now we are working on a network of cooperation between service agencies and providers that work with the CS/MH population. Clallam County was among the first in the state to initiate this program.

Commissioner Brent Basden and Valerie Brooks (Court Appointed Special Advocates staff) will describe the initiation of the Family Therapeutic Court (LIFT Court) and its effect on families in dependency with the Division of Children and Family Services.

Brent Basden – Therapeutic court, or LIFT (Living Together in Families) Court began in Clallam County in August 2008 with six children on our caseload. We now have 16 children in the program.

We work with dependency cases, children that have been removed from their homes by CPS. Family issues include chemical dependency, mental health, poverty, unemployment, and lack of affordable housing. Participating families are mandated to participate, and must appear in LIFT court weekly to complete the program. By seeing families weekly it is more likely that problems can be resolved quickly. Participants in the program help each other out in group settings. Some families are not successful, but overall the program is showing positive results. Clallam County is one of only 250 LIFT programs across the United States, so we learn as we go.
4.
Reports

· PW! Committee Announcements:
· Education/Outreach – Jim Borte – Norma – at the POE meeting we discussed devoting 5 minutes of each meeting to a “youth vignette.” Participants will have the opportunity to share a story, positive or negative, about a local youth so that we can stay connected. 
· Home Visiting – Pam Arnott – no report at this time.
· Tobacco Prevention and Control – Jill Dole – The County Tobacco program is managed by the State Department of Health Tobacco Department. Last week a three-year review of Clallam County was completed. We were noted for all of our achievements in the community. Special congratulations to Olympic Medical Center for becoming a smoke-free campus, and for conducting a smoking assessment with every intake for all inpatient and outpatient clients at all OMC facilities. 
· Parenting Education – Cynthia Martin – May 2nd there will be a Parenting Education Summit “Messages To Our Kids”. The cost is $5.00 per person or $7.00 for two.  
· Executive Committee – Scheduling meeting time to discuss sustainability – Minnie - Next meeting will be on February 24 at 3:00.
5.
Sharing Information

Ellen Fetchiet – There will be an executive session February 10th to discuss HB 1162, providing funding for Social Emotional Learning in public schools.  Please see handout. 
Next Prevention Works! Meeting:  Monday, March 9, 2009 OMC at 4 pm

Future Meetings:  April 13; May 11; June 8

Respectfully submitted by Jill Dole
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