Prevention Works! A Community Coalition of Clallam County
Our Mission:  Prevention Works! A Community Coalition of Clallam County advocates, educates and invests in our children. 

Through prevention efforts, we work to end child abuse and neglect, substance abuse and violence. 
General Membership Meeting MINUTES

February 11, 2008 ~  4:00 - 5:30 p.m.~ OMC Wendell Room


MINUTES

In attendance:  Colleen Robinson, Diana Williams, Jennifer Charles,  Paisley Charles, Karen Meyer, Jim Borte,  Rayna Abrams, Minnie Whalen (greeter), Josephine Pederson, Elizabeth Clark, Susan Hillgren, Ida Carroll (via tele-link), Martha Standley
1.  Welcome and Introductions 
2.  Business Updates

· Approval of January’s Minutes – M/S/P (with correction of “via telelink from Forks” after Steve Ironhill’s name)
· Treasurer’s Report – available on-line
· Other Business 
· Susan reported that Forks High School has declined the offer of $200 towards the Brad Henning presentation. She asked that we offer the funds to Crescent School instead.  Minnie  will call for a vote via email. (Jennifer will help with Florence, Jill and Ellen.)
3.  Committee Reports:  Brief Reports from Chair or Members

· Board Planning Committee (Karen Meyer) – Karen reported that the Committee met last week and is moving forward on expanding the Board. In addition, the Committee is preparing some materials to be used with prospective Board members. The Committee will also be making some draft revisions to our policy on requesting funding from PW. 
· Education, Outreach, Publicity Committee (Jim Borte) – Met last Friday, along with the Home Visiting Committee
· Kids Fest  - April 12th. Recommendation of 2 persons per shift making macaroni necklaces. Talked about having cupcakes in recognition of the 10th anniversary and the new brochure (may not be a good idea to sell because food will be for sale). 

· Anniversary Celebration

· City Councils, County Commissioners – asking for a proclamation

· Todd Ortloff – later in the year
· Website – put parenting tips at the top for easy accessibility (Search Institute has some on their website). Colleen suggested www.quotes.com. There are currently three links for parenting information.
· Business cards – for members to use; would list website and their personal contact information

· Scholarship for graduating seniors – 2 - $750 scholarships with criteria (e.g. main P.C. campus and then satellite campus) with a preference towards nursing, chemical dependency,  social work, or STARS credit. The Committee is looking for volunteers to help with this. 
· Adverse Childhood Experiences awareness training – talked about involving the medical profession, teachers, community at large (service providers). Targeting late April as a timeframe (child abuse prevention month). Krista Goldstein-Cole (Family Policy Council) is the identified trainer.  Minnie talked about having read a book on brain trauma and the connection with substance abuse and child abuse/neglect. Elizabeth suggested inviting mental health professionals and using a “working lunch” as a way to allow more people to attend. 

· Looking for possible partnership projects in the community (e.g. Dream Playground picnic shelter). Josephine talked about storytelling organizations that work with children at risk and the possibility of changing lives through storytelling. February 12th is a Story Swap at the Port Angeles library. She has some books on telling difficult stories. Dennis Duncan, for example, is a local story teller and others can go a little deeper with children as a tool for exploration.  Jim talked about a book “Mother Bear, Baby Bear” written by a Sequim woman, Linda Silvas.  Minnie suggested putting Josephine Pederson on a future agenda, targeting mental health agencies and child abuse agencies and asked Josephine to help us learn more by providing the research background. 

· STOP Grant  – looking at October (domestic violence awareness month) for a potential event. Healthy Families has a vigil every year which has been sparsely attended. Talked about trying to make this a community statement of no-tolerance.  Minnie asked about the overlap between domestic violence and child abuse. Martha asked about a community event focusing on education/awareness.  Minnie knows of Bruce Perry who has published articles and books about adverse childhood experiences and levels of brain development (brain damage as a result of witnessing violence).  Ida recommended doing something fun that involve families, as a way to attract people to our events. She saw a presentation in the Native American culture, which was a storytelling event in a gym that was very enjoyable. Minnie suggested this brings up the question of who our audience is, who we are trying to target. 
· Home Visiting Committee (Pam Arnott)  - Jim reported on behalf of Pam and Nita (who is at a training at Talaris Institute). Jim passed out a report on SB 5830 regarding home visiting and early childhood education. The committee is considering putting together a small work group to explore this. Jim solicited interest in participating in this work group to put together a local plan for home visiting. 
· Membership Committee (Ida Carroll)  
· Tracking hits to the website and tracking members at PW meeting. Committee is looking for ideas about how to recruit members. Elizabeth asked about whether or not Pete Peterson will be presenting any time soon.  
· Minnie asked about the informational website – how we might improve things. Susan suggested listing thing by target age. 
· Parenting Education Committee (Cynthia Martin)  -  
· Website Committee (Shaine Shramling) -  
· Ideas for website: 
· the possibility of de-cluttering information - -taking off information (other than minutes) that is older than 2 or 3 years old
· “the hands” need to be re-considered – we work with all sizes of hands!

· Susan suggested listing things by age group
4. Sharing Information
· CASA is having an informational meeting on Feb. 21st 6 – 7:30 at Port Angeles Library meeting room. 
· Children’s Justice Conference - -Colleen recommended!
· Youth and Young Adult Fair at Vern Burton, February 23rd
· OPEAYC – March 15th - - keynote speaker is at “mean girls” - pre-registration is encouraged, but it is possible to just attend the keynote speaker. 
· Housing Resource Center is now in the old Aggie’s Restaurant
· Ida reported that the Parents As Teachers training was excellent and she thanked PW for the financial support. 
· www.volunteerwashington.org  - a new resource for Clallam County to list volunteer opportunities
Next Prevention Works! General Meeting:  Monday, March 10 4:00 pm -5:30 pm at OMC

Future Prevention Works! General Meetings:  April 14, May 12, and June 9
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