Prevention Works! A Community Coalition of Clallam County

Clallam County Community Network

Our Mission: Prevention Works! A Community Coalition of Clallam County advocates, educates and invests in our children. 

Through prevention efforts, we work to end child abuse and neglect, substance abuse and violence. 
General Meeting Minutes

April 13, 2009 · 4:00- 5:30pm

Olympic Medical Center – Fairshter Room

Attendance:  Jay Cacka, Jill Dole, Nita Lynn, Jennifer Jewell, Mirian Birch, Autumn Piontek-Walsh, Kathy Todd, Carla Montgomery, Mac McIntire, Ellen Fetchiet, Jim Borte, Lila Betts, Ida Carroll, Susan Hillgren, John Qualls, Norma Turner, Pamela Arnott, Iva Burks, Kari Matheny, Rosemary NewDay, Jack Slowriver, Heidi Kaas, Mike Stephens, Cynthia Martin, Bronson West, Mark Baumann, Barb Clampett, Mary Jane Apple, Pat Nachreiner Wilson, Ann Marie Henninger, Mary Morgan, Florence Bucierka, Mary Wyman and Jennifer Charles.
Welcome and Introduction
Chair Minnie Whalen called the meeting to order and introductions went around the room.  John Qualls and Jack Slowriver were mentioned as new Prevention Works! board members. 
Mission statement was read.

Business

Treasurer’s report was given by Nita Lynn as she stated that there were no new changes. 

Parenting Education Committee information was given by Cynthia Martin.  There is a Parent Ed Summit on May 16.  It’s being held a Holy Trinity Lutheran Church in Port Angeles, WA from 8:30 am - 1:00 pm.  The flyer will be e-mailed out shortly.  It is about celebrating children and encompasses parents and providers.  Kevin Haggerty is the keynote speaker.  There will be small group discussions led by community leaders.  Parents will be encouraged to create positive messages and take home to their children. 

Public Outreach & Education Committee meeting info was shared by Jim Borte.  He talked about the Blue Ribbon Commission program that is currently being put together.  We have 48 invitees on the list so far.  The 3 Clallam County commissioners put their approval on it earlier that day.  Late June should be the first meeting with all 3 meeting and details wrapped up by September/October of 2009. 

Program
Miriam Birch was the special speaker of the day.  She currently works on her own and sometime with First Steps.  Children’s mental health is her specialty.  She shared that when you reach a child under 3 years old, which is prevention.  She stated that the brain is unfinished when born and the family unit is where it gets it final touches.  Ancestry, architecture, attachment, affect regulation, and adverse experiences create what we end up with.  She shared a lot of vital information about how the environment and caregivers create who the child will become and shared a few video clips that really brought home the reality of how relationships directly affect babies and children.  She made the comment that “Time does not heal all, and people don’t get over it”.  It was an excellent presentation.
Submitted by,

Susan Hillgren, Secretary
