Prevention Works!
Membership Meeting

June 12, 2006

OMC ~ 4 – 5:30
 ~  MINUTES ~ 
In attendance: Cynthia Martin, Andrew  Webb, Susan Hillgren, Laura Lilly, Susan Oliver, Patty Bell, Minnie Whalen, Pete Peterson, Jennifer Charles, Shaine Schramling, Ellen Fetchiet, Nita Lynn, Elna Kawal, Kristin Schutte, Jeanne Anderson, Kris Richardson,  Norma Turner, Barbara Clampett, Karen Meyer, Rayna Abrams, Mike Doherty, Florence Bucierka, Ida Carroll, Morgan Van Dyke, Colleen Robinson, George Maciejewski, Rachel Anderson, Linda Williams
Guest Speaker Jeanne Anderson – Foundation for Early Learning
Public/Private Partnership going on in Washington is very exciting! WA is in a good place for early learning right now and getting inquiries from other states. 
“Synchronicity and Serendipity” 

Influencing events:

· Election of Chris Gregoire as governor

· Published results of the Gates Foundation’s small school initiative

· Growing national awareness of early learning and school readiness

· WASL

· Corporate concern for the future workforce

· Noted economist states that the best and most effective investment we can make as a country is in services for children birth through age 5

· Latte tax

Results of influencing events:

· Creation of a statewide Early Learning Council

· A new Dept. of Early Learning – cabinet level, equal to OSPI and Higher Ed.

· Director of new DEL to be selected by June 30, 2006

· A statewide initiative for early learning and school readiness stated by Gates Foundation with an initial investment from Gates of $90 M

· A search is on for the CEO of PPP

· A new position in Gates for a Director for Early Learning for the US

· Funders coming together to sign a MOU to fund a PPP

· A public/private partnership – Washington Early Learning Fund

· New non-profit organization “Thrive by Five”

· Board of Directors

· Steering Committee
Players:

· Gates Foundation

· Governor’s office

· Early Care and Education Coalition EC2 (transitioning into Thrive By Five)

· Other funders-private and public

End Results:

· More children in WA will have access to high quality child care and be ready to succeed in school

· Child care providers will be paid a livable wage

· Parents and caregivers will receive the information and support they need to be successful as their children’s first teachers

· This project could become a model for other states

July 10, 2006 – launch date - -Thrive By Five
Look at FEL website – www.earlylearning.org – June 28th, next meeting at Puget Sound ESD office in Renton - -Early Learning Council  9 – 3 pm

Cynthia asks – how can “we” get involved -- Jean recommends going to the Early Learning Council meetings

Florence asked about parent-support work – Jean says that this hasn’t been a emphasis – look at Ounce of Prevention website

Elna – asked about outreach in the schools (like Kennewick) -- who does Jean see running the programs?  Jean says Terri Bergeson is on the Board and some funding is going on about implementation of the “getting school ready” activities. There are 20 organizations involved in Project Self – 0 – 5 and school readiness. 

Guest Speaker: Kristin Shutte, Director of prevention/treatment  services, OESD – Reduction in funding for prevention programs – impact on Clallam County.
Focus on prevention/intervention related to substance abuse, violence, first response…
There has been a big reduction in Safe/Drug Free School funding – WA has put in $1M to offset reductions, which will go to county’s (Title IV funds to schools) – all 15 districts pool their $ -- to pay Student Assistance Professionals in buildings – 11% 
· PASD – 2 FTE’s  to 1.2 FTE (potentially 1.4 FTE) and shifted priority – no longer doing prevention services – intervention only  (she will be maintained at 4 days per week) (.80 FTE -- $45K)
· Sequim -- .5 FTE to .40 FTE

· Cape Flattery – Has had full time – trying to stretch to 3 days/week

· Quillute Valley – 4 days/week will continue (because they are supplementing funding)

· Crescent – Will sustain existing level of staffing – 1 FTE
Norma asked about prevention services in the elementary level – Kristin responded that these particular services focus on middle school level – 
Morgan: Readiness To Learn – K and 1st graders are receiving some prevention services – “2nd Steps”

Similar cuts in other districts within the OESD #114

Winnie: Is there a game plan or strategy for how to make up for the loss of prevention?

Kristin: Working to sustain the level of services – community and school partnerships will be critical – school counselors, ASB’s, building budgets

Florence: Best practice curriculum – Who decides intervention vs. universal prevention – is there room for discussion about contracting prevention out

Kristin: RCW defines; secondly, the schools have a strong buy back policy re: substance abuse/use and high level of referrals – can’t expect a person 1 day/week to provide prevention services. Kristin thinks this is negotiable w/the district – 
The meeting was adjourned at 5:30 at which time a small group convened to discuss next steps related to coming up with funding solutions. 
