Prevention Works!

General Membership Meeting
Minutes
June 8, 2009

Present:  Minnie Whalen, Ida Carroll, Ellen Fetchiet, Norma Turner, Jack Slowriver, Jim Borte, Cynthia Martin, John Qualls, Alex Anderson, Megan Hixson, Florence Bucierka, Mark Baumann, Jennifer Charles, Pam Arnott, Elna Kawal, and Linda BZ Zabora.

Presentation:  Alex Anderson and Megan Hixson, both seniors involved in DECA at the Port Angeles High School presented their views on the prevalence of substance abuse amongst their peers.  They stated that it was much higher than was represented in the recently completed survey.  Hixson and Anderson both noted that the misuse of prescription pills was on the rise.  They also described an atmosphere of seeming complacency amongst coaches, teachers, and other school officials in a position to intervene.  Anderson and Hixson offered the following strategies to prevent substance abuse:

· Speakers to whom youth might relate who were willing to share personal stories detailing the negative ways in which they have been impacted by substance abuse.

· Promotion and continued funding of positive activities such as DECA, FBLA, and sports. 

Advocacy for Prevention Funding:

· Jim Borte outlined the proposed changes to the grant making process of Safe and Drug Free Schools that would make it nationally competitive and thus difficult for a smaller, rural community with less resources (such as Clallam County) to access funds.  Safe and Drug Free Schools funds currently support Community Mobilization efforts as well as some activities of the OSPI and ESD.  To advocate that the grant application mechanisms remain unchanged, people should visit www.cadca.org, a site that will make sending letters to the appropriate elected officials easy.

· Nita Lynn discussed the unexpected cuts of approximately 20% to the Maternity Support Services and Infant Case Management programs statewide.  Lynn also mentioned the current stance of the Port Angeles City Council to eliminate all Health and Human services grants by 2010.  Jack Slowriver stated that the Council seemed affected by well-organized advocacy, citing the Save the Pool committee as a recent example.  Norma Turner suggested that the upcoming candidate forums might be a good venue for advocacy.  Much discussion ensued and it was noted that this topic will likely be a subject of further discussion at the upcoming Board Retreat.  

Business:

Elna Kawal made a motion to accept the minutes from the May 11, 2009 meeting.  Jim Borte seconded the motion.  Motion passed.

Announcements:
· Block Fest is scheduled for June 13th in Port Angeles at the Hamilton Elementary School and on June 20th in Sequim at the Sequim Community School.  More information can be found on the PW! Calendar of Upcoming Meetings and Events.

· Nita Lynn introduced the Summer Lunch program, a broad-based coalition effort to provide free lunches at three sites to Port Angeles youth (ages 1-18) during the summer months when subsidized or free school lunches are not available.  The three sites are Jefferson Elementary School, Erikson Playground, and Lions Park.  Lunch is served from 11:30-12:30 and it is hoped that at least 100 lunches will be distributed daily.  

Respectfully submitted by Jack Slowriver 6/8/09.

