 Prevention Works! Parenting Education Committee                                Minutes of Meeting December 6, 2007

Those in attendance included Jennifer Charles (jcharles@co.clallam.wa.us), Florence Bucierka (fbucierka@co.clallam.wa.us),  Karen Meyer (kmeyer@co.clallam.wa.us), Barbara Clampet barbaric@pcadmin.ctc.edu), Martha Hastings (hstg300@dshs.wa.gov)   and Cynthia Martin (pmf@olypen.com) 
RFPs: We discussed the two Requests for Proposals being sent out.  The first is from Karen Meyer for the Healthy Youth Coalition.  They want people to provide classes for Guiding Good Choices, Strengthening Families, Parenting Wisely, The Incredible Years, and the Nurturing Program.  These are due next week. This is an interim program that will be completed by June of this year.  
The second RFP Florence is working on.  It will go out next week.  This is funding through the Clallam County Community Network and DASA. This will be for home visiting and best practices parent education with the exception of Make Parenting A Pleasure (for Native American families) and Los Ninos Bien Educados on the west end and in Sequim.  
Trainings:  January 23, 24, and 25 we will be doing a train the trainers for The Incredible Years.  This training is being provided by DASA funding and will bring the trainer from Seattle.  This is an excellent opportunity to our county.  

On March 6 and 7 we are planning a training for Guiding Good Choices.  We have a bit of time to plan that one.  There was also discussion about a second Guiding Good Choices more for the tribes on the West End.  Money is the issue to do a second one.
People interested in taking these trainings are encourage to contact school administrators about being released for time to take these valuable classes.

Parenting Wisely:  Cynthia discussed the current experimenting with this curriculum.  First Teacher had a session to try this out.  The biggest qualms related to setting the program up to be shown on television screens. May work better with smaller group around a computer.  The second obstacle is the difficulty of stopping this where you want to.  However, the comments from the people doing the class were very positive.  Nancy may set up to do this in PA in their computer lab.  She will be talking with Karen about doing it through their RFP.  Their plan is to do these directly from the web (www.parentingwisely.com).
Town Hall Meetings:  Karen brought up the coming Town Hall Meetings that will be held throughout the state.  PA will be pushing the slogan, Start Talking PA to encourage parents to talk with their kids at dinner, on trips, and regularly.  The goal is to prevent underage drinking.  The Protect Coalition will work on the program in Sequim.  These will be the end of March.  They will emphasize things like brain development problems from drinking early.

Odds and Ends from the Meeting: 

Cynthia handed out flyers on coming Guiding Good Choices Workshops.  The need to reach out to private schools as well as public school was discussed and is an issue we need to continue to work on.

Kids Fest is in April this year.

Special Prevention Works Meeting on January 7 using some new ways to promote social norms.

Nancy will send Cynthia name of woman from Bremerton who is trained to do Los Ninos program.

Need to Accomplish at the Next Meeting:  We discussed the need for a true Parent Education Calendar to have on the website so people could find classes. Cynthia will talk with Shaine and then it would be up to Shaine and Jennifer to keep it up to date with the help from everyone doing classes in our county.  This would truly be for Parent Education Classes…best practice classes being offered.  It would include the name of the class, for what age, the time, city and a phone number.  All of us felt this would really be beneficial.

Goals:  We briefly looked over our goals which appear to be exactly what we are currently doing.  We will talk about them at a future meeting.

Goals:
1. To identify gaps in services and support programs which serve to eliminate these gaps.
2. To plan, implement, and evaluate the Parenting Education Summit.
3. To promote parenting education training opportunities.
4. To develop an electronic resource guide of parent education opportunities to be linked to the Prevention Works! website.
5. To maintain, update, and distribute a list of parenting educators and available parenting resources.
6. To inform and support parents in their pursuit of parenting information, education, and resources within Clallam County.
7. To educate the community about the value of parenting skills.
8. To use community data identifying evidenced-based parenting practices.
9. To include evaluation as a significant part of parenting in our county.

I keep putting these in so we will make sure we are on the right path. 
Our next meeting will be on Thursday, January 7 to see if we get more people.  Again, it will be at Lutheran Social Services.

Cynthia
Input on Website:  All parent educators are encouraged to check out the website and send ideas for changes to the webmaster.  Remember that this site is used by funders so it is important to keep it up to date.
 We will continue to diligently work to keep meetings to less than 1 hour and 15 minutes or at least very close as today’s meeting was.  Anyone is welcome.
 Cynthia

