Clallam County Prevention Works! Community Coalition

Parent Education Meeting
At Renaissance on March 6, 2008
The meeting was attended by Florence Bucierka, Diana Williams, Karen Meyer, Ida Carroll, Nita Lynn, Martha Hastings, and Cynthia Martin. 

Looking at Gaps, Funding, and Collaboration was the meeting goal

Several areas of gaps in service were discussed. Martha brought up the need for more information for parents of teens. She has done all the classes except the Parenting Wisely but likes the discussion aspect of classes.  We discussed the need to have more Parenting Resource Type Center for Parents of Teens.  Cynthia will get out a bibliography of some good books that we could perhaps make accessible or at least tell people about.  Really need someone who could be a director of this kind of center. Having a parenting corner on the website was brought up.  Diana talked about a parenting group she does at Peninsula Mental Health on Fridays for 0-teen parents.  It has been very well received and she is thinking of doing one on Saturdays; she has been donating her time to do this.  It is similar to other groups like PEPS but that group is for parents of younger children. Some people are involved with Parents Trust in Seattle and Bernie Dorsey and they may be will to help get something started out here. 

We also need to continue to check into a way to provide a training for Los Ninos Educados.  Cynthia will see if she can locate the second person who could work with Manuela to offer a training.  Early years need may be met by the new Incredible Years for Babies which is coming out this year.  The 24 week Nurturing Program is too long—it becomes a therapeutic group.  The Post Partum Group at First Step likely to stay together with Make Parenting A Pleasure.  The Nurturing Program is good basic course for 5-11 age group.  The possibility of doing something for foster families was discussed.  The other gap which wasn’t discussed was still the needs for the Native American community.
We discussed the evaluation of the classes that has just come out from Stacey Neff.  The Statewide Parenting Initiative Meeting will have another telephone meeting on March 10, 2008 from 10 a.m. until noon.  To participate you need to RSVP to Rikisha Richardson from DASA at richara@dshs.wa.gov or calling 253-476-7039 by March 7.
We also discussed the possibility of classes happening through the college.  Nita will talk with Rachel about this.

The need for longer term turn around time when RFP’s come out was discussed as one of the reasons that none were returned for Health Youth Coalition RFP.  The confusion of two years also make it difficult.

Funding issues were discussed.  Florence talked about a group who went from $400,000 to 10 million dollars by focusing on grant writing and evaluations.  They charged less than United Way to write grants and really did a lot.  Florence will get out an email on that program.  We also need to look more into grant writers for Prevention Works.

Collaboration is one area we feel we do very well in.  Prevention Works! has really fostered this aspect.  Still something we can improve upon.

Next Meeting


Diana has offered a room at Peninsula Mental Health where we could meet for our next meeting.  Cynthia will check with her about the coming date which should be on the first Tuesday in April, or April Fool’s Day.  We will get out a note on it.
Cynthia Martin

(pmf@olypen.com)

