 Prevention Works! Parenting Education Committee                                Minutes of Meeting June 3, 2008
Those in attendance included Jennifer Charles, Florence Bucierka,  Karen Meyer, Nita Lynn, Martha Hastings, Barbara Clampett and Cynthia Martin. 
Los Ninos Bien Educados: The group discussed the coming training for the Los Ninos Bien Educados with Manuela Velasquez.  We agreed to have a session for potential instructors before the class and after the class. They each person will be expected to attend 4 of the classes which will be conducted by Manuela in Sequim.  Those dates will be decided by Manuela.  The training part will hopefully be held on July 1 or July 7 for 3 hours. The issue of seat stipends was discussed and caused us to wait until the coming fiscal year when we could afford to provide that.  Jennifer, Florence, and Cynthia will work out the budget and speak with Manuela.  Manuela will be asked to order 20 books for the program.

United Way Letter: Nita brought up the letter from United Way about early childhood education.  The group felt that as a Parent Education Committee we should respond to the letter. Cynthia will send everyone the letter and we will meet as a group to respond to it.  Any responses committee members have to the letter should be mailed to Cynthia at pmf@olypen.com.  Anyone from the Parent Education Committee is welcome to attend this meeting which will be at First Step on June 12.

Looking at the Coming Year:  Now that we have completed this current year, Cynthia brought up the need to look at goals for the coming year. Several immediate topics came up:


Early Years Curriculum

Need to address the earliest years of a child’s life with approved curriculum.  Florence indicated that the cost to update the Incredible Years Curriculum would be around $1400.  We will check into this.

Make Parenting A Pleasure

Nita talked about the success of this program. While some of the participants come from
 a previous workshop, it is providing very successful for parents with young children.
Parenting Wisely

The need to work on this curriculum was apparent to the entire group. It is especially important to have this available during the summer. Karen, Martha, and Cynthia will meet to try to work out a plan to have this available to the county and to check on its use on the internet. Anyone else interested in working on this should contact Cynthia.


Curriculum for Parents of High School Age Students

The importance of reaching out to this group was discussed. Trying to have it reach out
 for more than just solving problems but also building a relationship with your child was brought up. Florence suggested sending high school age newsletters to Martha. The previous success of programs like Parent Effectiveness Training and some of Gottman’s work was discussed.   
Reminder of Parent Education Goals:
1. To identify gaps in services and support programs which serve to eliminate these gaps.
2. To plan, implement, and evaluate the Parenting Education Summit.
3. To promote parenting education training opportunities.
4. To develop an electronic resource guide of parent education opportunities to be linked to the Prevention Works! website.
5. To maintain, update, and distribute a list of parenting educators and available parenting resources.
6. To inform and support parents in their pursuit of parenting information, education, and resources within Clallam County.
7. To educate the community about the value of parenting skills.
8. To use community data identifying evidenced-based parenting practices.
9. To include evaluation as a significant part of parenting in our county.

I keep putting these in so we will make sure we are on the right path. 
Input on Website:  All parent educators are encouraged to check out the website and send ideas for changes to the webmaster.  Remember that this site is used by funders so it is important to keep it up to date.
 We will continue to diligently work to keep meetings to less than 1 hour and 15 minutes or at least very close as today’s meeting was.  Anyone is welcome.  Our next meeting is on July 1 at 8:00 am. but not sure where yet.
 Cynthia

