Prevention Works! Parenting Education Committee                                Minutes of Meeting August 8, 2007

Those in attendance included Jennifer Charles (jcharles@co.clallam.wa.us), Florence Bucierka (fbucierka@co.clallam.wa.us), Autumn Piontek-Walsh (autumn_fstep@olypen.com), Elizabeth Clark (itabet@juno.com), Karen Meyer (kmeyer@co.clallam.wa.us), Barbara Clampett (barbarc@pcadmin.ctc.edu), Diana Williams (healkids@olypen.com, Martha Hastings (hastg200@dshs.wa.gov), and Cynthia Martin (pmf@olypen.com) 
Old Issues Needing To Be Revisited:  After introductions we began a review of web materials for this committee that are on Parenting Education.  We will take comments from members after this meeting as they look over what we tentatively decided.

We first looked at our mission and made a slight change.  Mission: To improve the quality of families’ lives through parenting education.  We have decided that emphasis needs to be placed on parenting, not on parents. Wherever possible we will substitute that term.
We then focused on our goals.  These will need some additional work and Florence will especially take the lead and look at what needs to be reworked.

Goals:

1) To identify gaps in services and support programs which serve to eliminate these gaps.

2) To plan, implement, and evaluate the Parenting Education Summit.

3) To promote parenting education training opportunities.

4) To develop an electronic resource guide of parent education opportunities to be linked to the Prevention Works! website.

5) To maintain, update, and distribute a list of parenting educators and available parenting resources.

6) To inform and support parents in their pursuit of parenting information, education, and resources within Clallam County.

7) To educate the community about the value of parenting skills.
8) To use community data identifying evidenced-based parenting practices.

9) To include evaluation as a significant part of parenting in our county.

It would really help for people to look these goals over to see what needs to be changed, combined, deleted, or added.


Discussion of the Parent Education Survey was held.  This kind of material should be put in an archival section as should the information on Parent Education Opportunities, and the Speakers’ Bureau. All of these are out of date.  The Speakers’ Bureau issue will be referred to Prevention Works! for their consideration. The need for input from the larger membership on potential programs for the year was discussed.  We will send out a questionnaire to ask for input on the needs.  (See note on Summit below.)
Parenting Education Calendar:  The Calendar of Parenting Education was discussed.  The need for input from anyone providing this kind of education was discussed.  If the website is to be useful, it needs to have regular input to the webmaster, Shaine Schramling.  It helps to receive flyers so that she can put direct links on the calendar.  The need to have even more included on the calendar was discussed.  It may help to have Jennifer more involved on this to have greater input.  The group also discussed the potential of dividing the calendar into five sections: Prenatal to Three, 3 to 6, 6-10, 10-14, and over 14 rather than by location. It was also suggested we work on Prevention Works! press releases talking about all the classes being offered in a time period. 
Potential Trainings for the Coming Year:   Karen has funding to do a training for Strengthening Families (10-14) and Guiding Good Choices that must be done before April.


Florence still has funding available for new curriculum Training.  She also brought up the need to look at the Tribal needs.  Karen, Florence, and Cynthia will work on developing a plan to make this happen for sure this year and to include planning involvement of tribes in the area.
Florence also discussed the possibility of doing The Incredible Years training because we have two new people who have recently gone to that training.  The need to be sure we get something for the families of young children was emphasized.


Karen said that she has an opening for a parenting educator to attend a Guiding Good Choices 2 day training with Kevin Haggerty on Friday and Saturday, August 17 and 18 from 8:30-4:30.  For more details on this contact Karen.

Changes in Parenting Classes in Port Angeles:  Karen brought up changes because of personnel that will be taking place in Port Angeles.  She will keep us up to date on that .

Plan a Parenting Education Summit: 
The need to plan a summit this year since it has not taken place for a long period of time was discussed.  The focus of the summit would be on educating and bringing together facilitators of parenting education. We will send out a general ask for ideas, potential topics, and critical needs for parenting trainers.  

Other Educational Programs Planned for the Year:
Florence discussed a possible workshop on the Culture of Poverty with Native Americans that would be provided for those doing Parenting Education and Home Visiting.  A second workshop with Patty Bland on Addiction and Domestic Violence is also being planned.

Input on Website:  All the committee was encouraged to check out the website and send ideas for changes to the webmaster.  The importance of input on the website was discussed.  Florence reminded people that funders go to the website so it was really important.

Parenting Wisely:  The need to get an update on this for the next meeting was brought up.  Florence will discuss this at the next meeting.
Meeting Time for Parenting Education Committee Future Meetings:  It was decided by the group that we would meet the 1st Tuesday of the month at Healthy Families but giving committee members lots of lead time notice. Everyone should put this on their calendar. We will work diligently to keep meetings to less than 1 hour and 15 minutes.
Hopefully you will each read these and let me know of changes that should be made or things that need to be clarified.  I appreciated having so many people there today for this helpful session. Know you are needed to make this a really effective committee.  Thank you for being there.
Cynthia

(Are the questions below enough for us to send out to the membership of Prevention Works! to get ideas for the Parenting Education Summit?)
We Need Your Help!
The Parenting Education Committee of Prevention Works! is planning a Summit for providers for this year.  We want to make it as useful as possible to those involved in parenting education in our community. What would you like to make sure that we include in this Summit to make it valuable to you? Do you have suggestions for potential topics or speakers? Give us your thoughts below or call Cynthia Martin (681-2250) or Karen Meyer (457-1453)    to register your ideas.

Return this form to Cynthia Martin (pmf@olypen.com) or Karen Meyer (kmeyer@co.clallam.wa.us) 
