 Prevention Works! Parenting Education Committee                                Minutes of Meeting September 4, 2007

Those in attendance included Jennifer Charles (jcharles@co.clallam.wa.us), Florence Bucierka (fbucierka@co.clallam.wa.us),Elizabeth Clark (itabet@juno.com), Karen Meyer (kmeyer@co.clallam.wa.us), Pam Maurides (pamm@pcadmin.ctc.edu , pamliam@msn.com barbaric@pcadmin.ctc.edu), Diana Williams (healkids@olypen.com, Cindy Ulins (452-5111) and Cynthia Martin (pmf@olypen.com) 
Old Business:  We examined our mission which is: To improve the quality of families’ lives through parenting education.  We have decided that emphasis needs to be placed on parenting, not on parents. Wherever possible we will substitute that term.
Florence and Cynthia will take another look at our goals.  The group did a quick look and felt they were ambitious and all doable.  We want to make sure they meet Florence’s need for grants etc.  


Goals:

1) To identify gaps in services and support programs which serve to eliminate these gaps.

2) To plan, implement, and evaluate the Parenting Education Summit.

3) To promote parenting education training opportunities.

4) To develop an electronic resource guide of parent education opportunities to be linked to the Prevention Works! website.

5) To maintain, update, and distribute a list of parenting educators and available parenting resources.

6) To inform and support parents in their pursuit of parenting information, education, and resources within Clallam County.

7) To educate the community about the value of parenting skills.
8) To use community data identifying evidenced-based parenting practices.

9) To include evaluation as a significant part of parenting in our county.

 Potential Trainings for the Coming Year:   We are working on updating the list of trainers for each curriculum.  We will also include a date the trainings took place to determine when there is a need for updates in that training.  

Karen has funding to do a training for Strengthening Families (10-14) and Guiding Good Choices that must be done before April.  

Florence still has funding available for new curriculum Training.  The issue of working on the needs of the tribes is still in question.  We will be meeting on September 27 to just deal with issues of “Training Needs-Training Dollars.”  Anyone is welcome to join us.

We discussed the next step for Parenting Wisely.  Cindy Ulins will be in contact with Jennifer to try to use the material.  Diana Willliams will do some work with it for a couple of her groups at Healthy Families.  We want to begin small and see how it works and the gliches.  

Florence at the last meeting also discussed the possibility of doing The Incredible Years training because we have two new people who have recently gone to that training.  The need to be sure we get something for the families of young children was emphasized.

At the very least we need to look at the possibility of other trainings and what is most needed in our community.

Changes in Parenting Classes in Port Angeles:  discussed the RFP she put out for groups to do trainings for Guiding Good Choices and Strengthening Families.   
Other Educational Programs Planned for the Year:
Several suggestions came from the group about possible workshop such as the Culture of Poverty and looking at Native American issues.  A workshop with Patty Bland on Addiction and Domestic Violence is also being planned. We need to discuss this at a future meeting.

Plan a Parenting Education Summit: 
The summit was discussed briefly and then we returned to it with added vigor and enthusiasm.  WE HAVE A PLAN!  

We are planning to do a Parent Education Summit with a title  something like “It’s not just the content-it’s the presentation.”  We will be emphasizing the need to have good facilitation skills.  The general time plan will be as follows:

8:30-9:00
Registration

9:10:15

Speaker 1 Bill Mooreland

10:15-10:30
Break

10:30-11:30
Panel of Parent Educators (Suggested Naomi Jacobsen-tribes, Manuela Velasquez-Spanish speaking, Eddie Bowlby-West End, Elna Kawal or Colleen Robinson-Sequim), and Rosemary Newday-Port Angeles)

11:30-12:30
Working Lunch

12:30-1:30
Speaker 2, Keven Haggerty

1:30-2:30
Small Group Practice

2:30
Evaluation (and suggestions of ideas on parent education for coming year

Each speaker, the panel, and for the working lunch, we will give out situations that facilitators face in classes they present.  Examples below:

· How do facilitators set boundaries? 
· What is the best way to handle disruptive families?

· What constitutes effective flyers?
· How do you best integrate court ordered families and others?

· What incentives really work?

· How do you handle conflict between parents in a workshop?

· What attendance constitutes completing a class?

· How helpful are telephone reminders?

· What is the job description of workshop facilitators? What is difference between facilitation and therapy?

· How to clarify child care responsibilities and expectations?

· What is the best way to insure retention?

(A note…the Hospital is available on Thursday, November 1 so that will be the date and location.  Kevin Haggerty has already indicated he is available.  We are moving along.)

We will check into how much it cost for lunch, seattime, and speaker expenses and set a price.  We only need to inform people from Prevention Works! about the summit so it should be relatively easy thanks to help from Jennifer.
Input on Website:  All parent educators are encouraged to check out the website and send ideas for changes to the webmaster.  Remember that this site is used by funders so it is important to keep it up to date.
 Meeting Time for Parenting Education Committee Future Meetings:  Our next meeting is on the 1st Tuesday of the month at Healthy Families at 8 a.m.  (This may be switched but we will let you know.) We will work diligently to keep meetings to less than 1 hour and 15 minutes; we were succeeding this time until we decided to plan the summit.
 Cynthia

