Parent Education Meeting
Clallam County Prevention Works! Community Coalition

September 20, 2006

The following people attended the meeting of the Parent Education Committee that was held at First Step. Kris Richardson (Family Planning of Clallam County, krichardson@familyplanningofcc.org), Mac McIntyre (PCMHC-Children’s Center, M.McIntyre@pcmhc.org). Diana Williams (Healthy Families, healkids@olypen.com),

Lisa Lyon (Parent Line, llyon@lcsnw.org), Jennifer Charles (Clallam County Health and Human Services, jcharles@co.clallamwa.us), Venita Lyn (First Step, fstep@olypen.com), Susan Hillgren (Family Planning, susanarmstrong@tenforward.com), and Cynthia Martin (pmf@olypen.com).  We welcomed the new members who joined us for the first time.
Fathers’ Event:

Kris Richardson discussed the meeting of the subcommittee on the Father’s Event.  This committee has decided to have four smaller events in each corner of Clallam County: Sequim, PA, Forks, and the North West Area (Neah Bay).  These smaller meetings will have more of an activity base but then we would follow it up a brief time later with a larger meeting in PA with an outside speaker.  This will be announced at the smaller groups.  The group plans on meeting again on October 3. A notice will be sent out on the location and time.  Anyone is welcome to help.

Curriculum Issues:

We discussed the priorities we had for the committee for this year.  The following issues were identified as needing help in the August meeting:

· Need to have curriculum for Native Americans (Positive Indian Parenting) (Nancy will check into Strengthening Families for Native American families)

· Need to have classes throughout the year
· Need to have classes for babies

· Need to address attendance issues if try for year round

· Need to make it clear that classes are for everyone

· Need to get list of classes to people and other groups outside of PW

· Need to look into getting involved more with faith community

· Need for calendar on site with all classes  
· Need to consider Single Parenting class. (May need to look at other funding sources.)

· Need to consider working closer with the college

· Need to look at possibility of charging

We discussed classes that are currently being offered.  We need to get them all on the calendar that will be available for others to appropriately schedule classes.  Send information on parenting classes being offered anywhere in Clallam County to Cynthia Martin at pmf@olypen.com. As much as possible send things electronically so we don’t need to retype.  

Parent Line, Healthy Families, First Step and Parenting Matters Foundation are all beginning classes soon.  Look for list and a calendar of these classes soon.

We also talked about priorities for providing new training.  The group was interested and mixed about the possibility of classes using computers.  We will have more information next time about that kind of class.  We talked of the need to do classes for parents of new babies, and what is currently being done at the hospital.  Pam Arnott from New Family Services will be asked if they could do a curriculum kind of course for new moms.  The possibility of a class for families with high risk kids was brought up.  Currently the only thing we all knew about was the support from Bridges but that isn’t a regular curriculum either.  We will explore that possibility and make a contact with Bridges.

In addition we discussed the following:

· Issues of good classes not on best practice list?

· Issues of outside funding not using best practice classes.

· Need for comprehensive calendar for others to use to see when to schedule classes

· Need to see which curricula we have that need to be updated

· Try to get Headstart, SNAP, Bridges to join us

It was clear that as a coalition we needed to search for other sources of possible funding.  Each of us should keep our ears open for potential funding sources we could collaborate on.

The group decided to meet on a regular basis at 9:00 a.m. on the third Wednesday of the month.  Meetings will be an hour to one hour fifteen minutes.  Our next meeting, thanks to Diana Williams, will be at Healthy Families meeting room on October 18.  The address will be sent out before the meeting. We hope to meet at different places each time so that we can meet the staff of other agencies.
