PW Publicity, Outreach, Education Committee

Meeting – Friday, October 10, 2008

8 am – 10 am – Norma’s Home 

3928 Mt. Angeles Rd.

MINUTES

Members present: Susan Hillgren, Florence Bucierka, Norma Turner, Ellen Fetchiet, Jill Dole, and Jim Borte

1)
Old Business/Follow-up: 

a)  DV Awareness Campaign in October: 

It was suggested by Susan that Jim contact Andrew May to see if he would be willing to include information on the use of the Forget-Me-Not seed packets in his weekly horticulturist’s column in the Peninsula Daily News. He will also send out a News Release regarding the seed packets and information on the silent witness vigils which are scheduled. The release will also include emergency phone numbers for people who are involved in a domestic violence situation and need help. 

The DV yard signs are finished and are on display in several locations across the county. Jim will contact the County Commissioners for permission to place the signs on the courthouse lawn. He will also see if there might be a photo opportunity for the media and the Commissioners. Members took packets for sale to the public. Ellen took 60, Susan 25, Jill 25 and Norma 30. 
b) 10th Anniversary of Prevention Works!:

The committee discussed several ideas for celebrating the 10th anniversary of Prevention Works! One idea is to have an informational display table in each of the three cities. It would feature information on our group as well as having some type of give-away for the public. It could be cup cakes, cookies, muffins or the fortune cookies.  We would need to develop a budget for the project. We would need to recruit members to staff the tables for just a few (2-3) hours. Perhaps, we could do it at supermarkets and the courthouse or other heavy public traffic locations. We want to capture our history and tell our story with a list of accomplishments and success stories. We could include information on the various trainings and programs that we have done over the years. It would be a kind of thank you to the community and our partners. We could also send thank you cards to our various sponsors as well. 
Another idea would be placing a thank you display ad in the local papers. Jim will get the rates for the papers and develop a budget. It might be a quarter page in size or possibly look at smaller ads in the want ads or use the ad builder. We would qualify for the non-profit rate. It might be possible to be listed in the PDN’s monthly anniversary ad section. We should also arrange to appear on the Todd Ortloff Show and see if we can get an article in the local newspapers about our anniversary. We need to gather a list of partners/sponsors, events, number of trainings and attendance figures as well as some of the more significant accomplishments/events/successes. 
c)  Planning for Prevention Plan process – Establishment of an ad hoc committee to move forward on the plan using the Snohomish County Blue Ribbon Model

The members discussed follow up action on the Blue Ribbon Panel to work on the Prevention Plan. The completion of the plan will allow the Board of County Commissioners to allocate the $300,000 that they set aside several years ago. The plan is to ask Seth Dawson, former Snohomish County Prosecutor and current contract lobbyist for several prevention groups in the state if he would be willing to visit with us about their Blue Ribbon Commission or if he might even be willing to facilitate the process. The committee felt that we have to spends a couple of months of preparation work and that it would probably be after the legislative session finishes in the spring. 
The group talked about possible members from the community including the Criminal Justice System, Service Providers, Education, Business, Faith, Health, and Medical fields. We need to develop a targeted approach, timeline, schedule of meetings and other items. We do have $2,000 set aside in our budget for the process. We could also look for funding assistance from Drug Free Communities, CMASA, and other groups in the county to help out. It was suggested that we ask the County Commissioner to appoint individuals to the Commission to add status to the effort. 
Next meeting: Friday, November 7th at Norma’s  3928 Mt. Angeles Road, 8 -10 am. Agenda items will include: 10th Anniversary Celebration, Prevention Plan – Blue Ribbon Commission, and the two part evaluation process for trainings. We hope to see you there. 
