PW Publicity, Outreach, Education Committee

Meeting – Thursday, April 2, 2009

7:30 am – 9:30 am – Norma’s Home 

3928 Mt. Angeles Rd.

MINUTES
1) 
Review of POE Committee minutes from the March 27, 2009 meeting 


Two changes were made to the minutes of 3/27/09. One was to change

the date of the work session with the Board of County Commissioners 


regarding the Blue Ribbon Commission on Prevention to April 13, 2009.


The second was to delete the reference made that Norma sent a letter 


to the PDN. In fact, she sent the letter to the Port Angeles School Board


regarding the possible reduction of the full day kindergarten program in 


the district. Norma made the motion to approve the minutes with the 
change in date and Florence provided the second. The motion passed 
unanimously. 

2)
Agenda items from the POE Committee for the PW! Board Meeting on 


April 13th.


The Committee decided to update the Board on the plans for the Blue 


Ribbon Commission on Prevention. The Committee will also recommend


that addition to requesting a letter to the Port Angeles School Board to


continue full day kindergarten, they should also send a letter of support


for First Teacher, which may lose some of its funding. The program costs

about $20,000 annually and is distributed to 9 school districts. It should 


be stressed that it is an important part of parent education efforts. It can 


help to reduce the dropout rate by increasing Parent Involvement and 


improving student success in school.  Ellen made the motion to endorse


continued funding for First Teacher in our five local school districts. Norma


provided the second and the motion was approved unanimously. 


Norma also talked about the situation in the Port Angeles School District.


She emphasized that only having a half day for kindergarten will increase


child care cost for families. She said that she will be working with her 


daughter and others to urge the PASD Board to keep full time 
kindergarten. 
3)
Follow up on BRC Commission on prevention:
         
Meeting with BOCC for work session on 4/13 – The committee will brief

the Board of Commissioners on the tentative plans for the Blue Ribbon


Commission. The briefing will include a timeline, the proposed invitation


list and other information on the project. Jim will work with other


members of the POE Committee to prepare the paperwork and work on 


the presentation. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 


Contact Seth Dawson/Jim/ASAP: 

Jim has sent Seth an email briefing him on the project and asking him to 


act a paid consultant and/or facilitator for the project. Seth is very busy


with the session, especially now with the budget being worked on in both


chambers of the state legislature. 


Develop Invitation Letter/Norma, Florence, Ellen, Jim:

Norma offered to draft the invitation letter as a starting point for the 


Committee. It was decided that a joint letterhead involving the County


and Prevention Works! should be utilized for the invitation. 

Review potential members list & divide invitation follow-up:

Some minor changes were made during the review of the list. It was 


suggested that we send the invitation out six weeks prior to the first


meeting and follow up with personal contacts about two weeks later. 


Several clarifications and changes were made to the list, which Norma


has agreed to maintain. Positions will be stressed and each agency/group


can determine who they will send. For the tribes the invitation will go the 


the respective Tribal Chair. Only 1 Commissioner will be asked to attend, 


since two or more Commissioners would trigger open meeting rules. 


Discuss Potential Materials for Members  Packet: 

Statistics – The Board needs to review the Program Matrix and update as


needed. There is a need to delete duplications in the matrix. It was 
suggested that we look at data since 2007 in order to determine trends. 


Introductions for each subject area and a Glossary - Florence and Jim will 
work on developing some definitions based on materials they’ve used on 


submitting prevention plans to various state and federal agencies. The 

group decided to call it Parenting Education instead of Parent Education to


clarify the true function of the work. It was also decided to drop the listing


of various addictive drugs. WIC will be included under program definitions. 


Staffing Issues – Do we need a recorder?


The group discussed the possibility of asking Terralyn Dokken to serve as

Secretary/Recorder for the BRC, given her knowledge, skills, and 
experience dealing with prevention programs.  


Discussion on the budget:


PW! has set aside $2,000 for work associated with the Prevention Plan. 


Additional funds may be need to certain tasks, especially if a paid 


Facilitator is used. Jim said that the CMASA Board may be willing to set


aside some funds from its FY2010 budget to support the work. Florence


also suggested that Drug Free Community Grant money may also be


available. 


Use of the most recent HYS and CTC surveys


Health and Human Services is in the process of having the results from


The Healthy Youth Services and Communities That Care Surveys 


combined and analyzed for 2008, in order to provide a countywide report.


Should we assemble a list of local experts on the issues?


The committee discussed the need of having experts on the various issues


available as extra resources for the BRC. It was pointed out that many of


members will have expertise on a variety of issues, systems, programs, 


strategies, and laws. If there is a need for expertise outside the 


Commission members, we may decide to seek those resources. It may


be helpful to tap some people on the state level. They may also be 


useful in “selling the plan” to the Community.
3)
Other thoughts, ideas, comments, discussions, announcements, etc.

4)
Next meeting: date, time, location, agenda items


Next meeting will be Friday, April 24th from 8-10 am at Norma’s. 

