Minutes Rock N Roll

May 18, 2004

North Olympic Skills Center, Port Angeles

3:30 –5 pm

Those present: Susan Anderson, Lower Elwha, LEAP (Lower Elwha Advocacy Program 681-6343); Rachel Anderson, Tobacco Control and Prevention Coordinator, Clallam County Health and Human Services: Susan Hillgren, Family Planning of Clallam County and Rock N Roll, Co-chair; Sue Renes, OESD 114, Prevention/Intervention Specialist Supervisor; Wally Seelye, Drug and Alcohol Prevention Specialist, PAHS; Annette Hanson, Sequim School District, PROTECT (Parent Resources of the East Clallam Task Force); and Fiona Thom Hert, Northwest Services Council and Rock N Roll, Co-chair.

Fiona convened the meeting at 3:30 with introductions and a review of the minutes. Rachel Anderson noted that a correction should be made to the second paragraph regarding needing approval.  “Clallam County Health and Human Services …” would be struck.  Rachel stated that underage use of tobacco is an MIP.  

The RCW: http://www.leg.wa.gov/RCW/index.cfm?fuseaction=chapterdigest&chapter=70.155
Guest Speakers: Rachel Anderson, Clallam County with Wally Seelye and Sue Renes from OESD 114 and the Port Angeles and Sequim School Districts: 

Juvenile services - 75% repeat of youth repeat in smoking cessation classes.   Interested in doing classes N.O.T (Not on Tobacco) - classes after discussion with Sue Renes and Wally Seelye.  Rachel contracted to do a class (l0 week class) last summer, but the class did not have enough participants and now Wally is doing classes.  Department of Health and Tobacco settlement money set the standards for what must be included in classes and for prevention.  This money must be used for Tobacco Prevention. Wally has completed offering 4 classes at Port Angeles High School with 37 participants – 32 have quit!  Wally follows up with class participants every few weeks.  Wally reported on the Tobacco and Alcohol awareness event – Smoking Truth or Dare – broadcast over Channel 21. He has sent out a newsletter to parents and met with staff about tobacco prevention.  Wally has done classroom presentations.  TATU – Teens Against Tobacco Use – did first class – trained students as trainers with Erin Fitzgerald of the University of Washington – going into all the 9th grade classes with this. [Erin Fitzgerald, erinmf@uwashington.edu, Continuing Education Coordinator, Teen Futures Media Network, University of Washington, Box 357925,Seattle, WA  98195,Phone: (206) 543-9414,Fax: (206) 543-8480, http://www.teenhealthandthemedia.org] Susan asked if Roosevelt and Stevens were involved.  Currently they are not.  How long is the training? One full day –5 hours.  Must be accompanied by a chaperone.  Wally will send Fiona the contact information for student referrals.  TATU will reach close to 500 kids including those that are teaching it. The problem Wally is running into is enforcement.  When they stopped writing tickets, Wally stopped getting kids.  Currently suspension – 3 days and go to Wally’s class but if they don’t show up then they don’t show up.   Discussion followed on needing a policy where we can pull out kids after school rather than during the school day. Suggestions for remediation included: complete class you can come back in 3 days – if you don’t you have a 30 day suspension. Students are not to be on school grounds during a suspension. PAHS and the PI’s are trying to implement plans that are consistent across the high school. Tickets are not being written.  (The ticket is approximately $50.00.) If we talked to Judge Knebes about having kids take smoking cessation.  And include a buy back process. 

The RCW: http://www.leg.wa.gov/RCW/index.cfm?fuseaction=chapterdigest&chapter=70.155 

A minor would be seen as infraction from Juvenile and Family Services.  Wally would like to have other classes for youth.  There are other people who are trained in the NOT curriculum.  Pauley Depo has been trained in Sequim.  The NOT curriculum was designed to be taught by two facilitators and to have gender specific curriculum.  Susan Anderson has run in the first few years many kids coming through Juvenile and Family Services.  What Susan Anderson has seen is a great reduction in the number of youth being brought to court for tobacco/MIP. There has been frustration of where to send the kids on the behalf of the judge and JFS. Susan Anderson reported on one recent case where Judge Knebes made a youth write a 7,000-word essay on the danger of smoking on the human body.  Wally mentioned the use of community service as a punishment.  Annette Hanson suggested talking in Sequim to the Superintendent, Mayor, and Chamber of Commerce President and requesting them to write a letter to the Chief of Police to suggest that writing tickets for tobacco violations would prevent greater crimes further down the road.

Rachel Anderson reported that she is currently writing a county ordinance to prohibit smoking on county owned or leased property with the exception of the fairgrounds.  

The group discussed writing a letter to Tom Riepe, Mike Powell, and Ken Burge in the chiefs of police in Port Angeles, Forks and in Sequim to support ticketing/enforcement for youth MIP’s. Sue Renes talked about community norms and the need to enforce standards for not smoking.  Rachel does compliance checks with Liquor Control Board and congratulates stores when trained youth volunteers are denied cigarettes.  91 restaurants and 68 lodging facilities are smoke free in Clallam County.  Susan Anderson suggested contacting Pete Peterson at JFS and Sue Hines at Lower Elwha. Fiona will do so. Rachel will send to copy of RCW to Fiona to include with minutes.  

Rachel and Fiona will work on a draft of a letter to the Board to present to the Prevention Works Executive Committee at their next Board meeting in June.

Youth Resource Directory: 

Fiona discussed the progress on the Youth Yellow Pages and its smaller version.  She reported on the grant submittal to the Peninsula Daily News for $4,488 to print a version comparable to the Clark County “Resources for Teens Guide”. Annette suggested that AmeriCorps members correct the “old” directory and have it available on the Prevention Works website. Annette would be interested in having it on the PROTECT website.  Clallam County Physician’s fund may be a source for funding of the larger version. Myrtle Walking Trust may be a contact.  Fiona will review the “old” version and discuss with Prevention Works the posting of this information on their website.

Workforce Training and Education Coordinating Board Dropout Prevention and Intervention Initiative: 

Fiona presented the Workforce Training and Education Coordinating Board Dropout Prevention and Intervention Initiative and asked for ideas and support of this initiative. She reviewed the data, as on time graduation rates not drop out rates.  [The targeted rate is 73% as identified as the percentage needed for high schools and school districts to be making “adequate yearly progress” (AYP) under the provisions of the No Child Left Behind Act.  The funding is for $100,00 for a three county area, Kitsap, Clallam and Jefferson. The targeted areas are Bremerton with a on time graduation rate of 40%, South Kitsap with 58.5%, Port Angeles at 49.4%, Quillayute Valley with 57.5%, Chimacum with 66.4%.  The high school graduation rate is the percentage of students that graduate with their cohorts from high school with a regular diploma in four years.  It is calculated by dividing the number of graduates with a regular diploma in four years by the number of graduates with a regular diploma in four years, plus the number of students who are considered high school dropouts in that cohort, plus students who are still enrolled but have not graduated.]  Annette Hanson suggested the model of the SMS Catch up club with Rob Brooke.  Kids have to sign a contract for a homework club.  Annette would like to see tutors in the high school.  Annette’s idea would be to have a qualified teacher/candidate in a homework class.  Paid staff person managing classroom with kids mentoring other kids.  Need the structure.  Transportation in Sequim wouldn’t be a problem – kids could take the 2nd bus.  Honor Society kids need 20 hours of service.  Fiona reported that she has requested from the State Commission for National and Community Service for two positions housed at Northwest Services next year. One would be primarily responsible for tutoring youth with low basic skills; the other position would be responsible for volunteer generation with the community. Fiona is working to set a meeting with the Superintendents and other interested parties as soon as possible. 

The meeting was adjourned at 5:05 pm. 

The next meeting is Tuesday, June 22, 2004 at the 

North Olympic Skills Center, 8th Street and B,  

in Port Angeles.
