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NEWS RELEASE

For immediate release

Contact: Jill Dole
Tobacco Prevention and Control Specialist

(360) 565-2608
jdole@co.clallam.wa.us

April 17, 2008
2008 Tobacco Compliance Checks Show That 95% of

Clallam County Retailers Do Not Sell Cigarettes to Minors!


Clallam County Health & Human Services Director Iva K. Burks understands the importance of local tobacco prevention programs that make it difficult for minors to obtain tobacco products. “Important strategies in our efforts to discourage the use of tobacco by young people are to continually educate retailers and the public about tobacco sales and possession laws, and to conduct random compliance checks,” says Ms. Burks.

Tobacco Retailer Education classes will be held on April 29th in both Forks and Port Angeles. Registration information was sent by mail to all licensed tobacco retailers on April 1st. For more details please contact Jill Dole, Tobacco Prevention & Control Specialist, at 360-565-2608 or email jdole@co.clallam.wa.us. 


Statistics show that youth who start using substances, including tobacco, before age 15 are four times more likely to become addicted than if they had waited until legal age to start. The good news is that since Washington State implemented its Tobacco Prevention and Control Programs in 2000, youth smoking has been reduced by 65,000, or 50% statewide. 


For a wide variety of data and resources on how to keep our youth tobacco free, please visit the Prevention Works! website at www.preventionworkscc.org.  Open the “Links” icon at the bottom of the page and scroll down to Tobacco Links. Here you will find information on a broad array of relevant topics. 

Clallam County Tobacco Prevention & Control Program conducts routine compliance checks of licensed tobacco retailers to ensure that tobacco products stay out of the hands of our youth. Twenty-one compliance checks have been done throughout the county thus far in 2008, using a 17-year-old youth operative. These twenty-one checks resulted in only one sale, showing that Clallam County has a more than 95% success rate in 2008! The establishment that sold in January, Rite Aid # 5257 in Port Angeles, was re-checked in March, and this time they were successful in following the law. Congratulations to all of the tobacco retailers listed below who do not sell to minors.

Licensees That Did Not Sell Tobacco Products to Minors in 2008

Arco AM PM



807 S. Lincoln Street


Port Angeles

Albertson’s #404


114 East Lauridson Blvd

Port Angeles

Grandview Grocery


802 South “C” Street


Port Angeles

McPhee’s Parkway Grocery

717 South Race Street 

Port Angeles

PA Chevron



601 East 1st Street 


Port Angeles

S.V. Market



1233 East 1st Street


Port Angeles


Rite Aid #5258


110 Port Angeles Plaza

Port Angeles
Rite Aid # 5257


621 S. Lincoln Street


Port Angeles

Safeway Fuel #1922


2703 East Highway 101

Port Angeles

Safeway Store # 1492


110 East 3rd Street


Port Angeles

Smoke & Smoke


331 East 1st Street


Port Angeles

Lincoln Park Grocery & Gas

1500 West Lauridson Blvd.

Port Angeles

AnneAnn’s Junction


242701 Highway 101 West

Port Angeles
Rite Aid # 5257


621 S. Lincoln Street


Port Angeles

Weel Road Deli


Highway 112 & Weel Road

Clallam Bay

Al’s Mini Mart


16753 Frontier Street


Clallam Bay

The Spring



16091 Highway 112


Clallam Bay 

Joyce General Store


Highway 112 West


Joyce

Olson’s Resort



Front Street



Sekiu


Ray’s Grocery



7621 Highway 112


Sekiu

Washburn’s General


1 Bayview Ave


Neah Bay

During compliance checks a Certificate of Appreciation is awarded to businesses that refuse to sell tobacco to minors. Stores that do sell to under aged youth operatives are rechecked within 60 days. When a clerk sells tobacco to a minor, they run the risk of facing fines of up to $100. Stores that sell tobacco to minors will be fined according to the number of sales in a two-year period: first offense = $100; second offense = $300; third offense = $1,000 and a 6-month cigarette license suspension; fourth offense = $1,500 and a 12-month cigarette license suspension; fifth offense = permanent cigarette license revocation. 


It is illegal to sell or provide tobacco to people under the age of 18. The Synar Amendment, a federal law, requires all 50 states to conduct random compliance checks with tobacco retailers each year. The law also requires a minimum 80% compliance rate of NOT selling to people less than 18 years of age, or federal money for substance abuse prevention and treatment can be withheld.
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