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NEWS RELEASE

For immediate release

Contact: Jill Dole
Tobacco Prevention and Control Specialist

(360) 565-2608
jdole@co.clallam.wa.us

July 23, 2008

Most Clallam County Tobacco Retailers Say “No Cigarettes” to Minors

Thirty-eight tobacco compliance checks conducted throughout the county in May, June and July resulted in seven sales, an 81.6% compliance rate. An officer from the Liquor Control Board and the Clallam County Tobacco Prevention & Control Specialist conducted the checks from Sequim to Lake Hoko-Ozette with a 17-year-old youth operative. The checks included restaurants, bars, convenience stores, gas stations, department stores, and grocery stores.

Retailers that do not sell tobacco to underage youth receive a certificate of appreciation. Stores that do sell receive a fine issued by the Liquor Control Board according to the number of sales in a two-year period: First offense = $100 fine to the store owner, and $50 to the clerk who sold; second offense=$300 fine; third offense=$1,000 fine and a 6-month tobacco license suspension; fourth offense =$1,500 fine and a 12-month license suspension; fifth offense=permanent license revocation. 


It is illegal to sell or provide tobacco products to youth under the age of 18. A federal law known as the Synar Amendment requires all 50 states to conduct random compliance checks with tobacco retailers each year. Each county is responsible for conducting compliance checks. 

“Keeping tobacco products out of the hands of youth helps prevent young people from getting addicted to nicotine,” says Dr. Tom Locke, Clallam County’s Health Officer. Nicotine is the number one preventable cause of death in the U.S. Since Washington State initiated its tobacco prevention program in 2000, the number of youth smokers has been reduced by 50%. 

Congratulations to the following businesses for NOT selling tobacco to minors!
Sequim: Hardy’s Market, QFC Food Center, QFC Fuel Center, D & L Grocery, CK Smoke Shop, Walmart #5273, Safeway #1448, Carlsborg Station, Mini Fairmount, Rite Aid # 5265, Sequim Chevron, Costco Wholesale, Peninsula Outpost, Clallam Cooperative Association, Kettel’s 76. 
Port Angeles: R Corner Grocery, Loyal Order of Moose Lodge, SpeediMart, Walmart #2196, Mt. Pleasant Village, Safeway #1922, Liberty #908, Saar’s Marketplace, The Wreck, Wagner’s Grocery at Laird’s Corner.

West End: Ron’s Food Mart, Evergreen 76, Hungry Bear Café, Lake Pleasant Grocery.      

Stores that sold tobacco to minors include: P & K Deli, Port Angeles (2 subsequent sales); Rite Aid# 5265, Sequim (rechecked with no sale); Carlsborg Station, Sequim (rechecked with no sale); Three Rivers Resort, Forks; The Lost Resort, Clallam Bay; Forks Thriftway, Forks. 

For additional information about tobacco prevention efforts in Clallam County, please contact Jill Dole, Tobacco Prevention & Control Specialist, at (360) 565-2608 or jdole@co.clallam.wa.us.
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